Ethical considerations in the management of Ebola virus disease.
Is it ethically appropriate in some circumstances for HCWs to decline to care for patients with EVD? How should treatment decisions be made regarding limitation of therapy for patients with EVD? There are two main ethical questions regarding the critical care of patients with EVD in an Australian setting: Is it ethically appropriate in some circumstances for HCWs to decline to care for patients with EVD? How should treatment decisions be made regarding limitation of therapy for patients with EVD? The key concern is ensuring that no patient is denied therapy that should be provided, while preventing unnecessary risk to HCWs. It is imperative to develop an approach that facilitates rigorous, evidence-based and ethically justifiable decision making, which should include a predetermined, institutionally endorsed process for assessing difficult clinical scenarios as they arise.